
May 26, 2020 

Dear friends, 

There is no real substitute for gathering in worship.  For the last 10 weeks, we’ve 

been doing our best to keep in contact via online worship services, phone call-in services, 

online Bible studies and so on.  You’ve been patient and faithful in your support of the 

mission of this congregation, which is why we’re excited to report that – God willing –in-

person worship services will resume (with appropriate precautions) starting on Sunday, 

June 7. 

For the safety of everyone involved, we’ll be operating on a simplified schedule 

following recommendations issued by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the U.S. 

Centers for Disease Control.  We will hold a single worship service on Sundays at 11 AM.  

Worshippers will be distanced appropriately in family groups.  Out of an abundance of 

caution, and to reassure others, we will regularly sanitize appropriate surfaces.  Public 

access to the church will be limited to the sanctuary, fellowship hall, and restrooms.  

There will be changes to the way offerings are collected and the way communion is 

served.  When the weather permits, we may attempt to meet outdoors. 

There are really only two changes that will pose any hardship.  The first is that, 

having consulted all relevant guidance and several medical professionals, we will not be 

singing as a congregation.  There is no practical way to adequately distance ourselves 

indoors in order for everyone to sing. 

The second sacrifice is one that you’ve probably grown accustomed to by now.  

We ask, as an act of love for one another, that everyone who is able wear a mask or face 

covering.  If you do not have one, we will happily supply you with one.  There will also 

be hand sanitizer available. 

Of course, we encourage anyone who falls into a high-risk category for 

respiratory infection, along with anyone showing any signs of illness, to stay at home.  

We will continue to provide video of the worship service at our website 

(www.fpcbent.org), our Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/bentleyvillepresbyterian) and 

our YouTube channel (Bentleyville Presbyterian).  Bible studies and other activities will 

continue to be held online for the foreseeable future, but we’re trying to make provision 

for those without access.  You can still listen to services by phone by calling 724-200-

2904. 



Should circumstances change such that we cannot meet, notice will be posted on 

our website, on our Facebook page, and on the church’s voicemail. 

This is not exactly a return to normal, but it’s definitely an improvement on the 

current situation, and we thank God that He has provided for us so faithfully and 

protected our congregation while we were apart. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me on my personal number 

(724-747-5540) or email me at pastor@fpcbent.org.  Thank you. 

Yours In Christ, 

 

J. Andrew Scott, Pastor 

 


